
PRESS RELEASE 
01 October 2021 

1 
 

 

 

 

 

UN World Data Forum 2021 – Data for people and Sustainable Development 

Showcasing the value of data for people and announcing new solutions for better 

funding for data collection 

 

 

(New York/Bern, 01 October 2021) – To ensure the full use of data as strategic asset in 

building back better and accelerating the implementation of the SDGs, the UN will bring 

together over 700 experts in person and over 4,000 on a virtual platform, from 100 

countries, at the UN World Data Forum in Bern, from 3 to 6 October. The forum will also 

discuss how far we have progressed in implementing the data revolution and the Cape 

Town Global Action Plan for Sustainable Development Data. 

Innovations and synergies across different data communities throughout its value chain 

and the critical role of data in improving the lives of people will represent the central focus 

for the UN World Data Forum – organized by the High-level Group for Partnership, 

Coordination and Capacity-Building for Statistics for the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development (HLG-PCCB), under the guidance of the United Nations Statistical 

Commission and in close consultation with Member States, international partners, and 

other stakeholders, supported by  the Statistics Division of the United Nations Department 

of Economic and Social Affairs. 

 

The COVID-19 pandemic showcased the importance of data and revealed how the lack 

of quality data can misguide decision making on health, the society, and the economy. 

Furthermore, the pandemic exposed the vulnerability of national data and information 

infrastructures. Three out of four countries in the low- and middle-income group saw their 

production of monthly and quarterly statistics negatively affected by the pandemic.  

 

“Over the last year, the data and statistical community has faced unprecedented disruptions 
in statistical operations and has seen a spike in demand for data to monitor and mitigate the 
effects of the global pandemic.  

 

https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/hlg/
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/hlg/
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/hlg/
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International and domestic resources to support data for decision making is more urgent 
than ever. New partnerships, data innovations and new measures have been introduced 
that will profoundly change statistical production processes in many countries.”, said Mr. Liu 
Zhenmin, UN Under Secretary General for Economic and Social Affairs, in his statement 
introduction of Secretary-General Progress Report on the SDGs High-Level Political Forum. 

 

What are the areas being discussed? 

Over the course of three days, articulated in 70 sessions in a hybrid format, with speakers 

presenting both in person and remotely, the Forum, organized in six thematic areas, will 

review how progress made in implementing the data revolution and the Cape Town 

Global Action Plan for Sustainable Development Data has benefitted countries around 

the world, drawing attention to what it takes for data capabilities to be improved and what 

can be done collectively to improve cooperation for capacity development; share and 

discuss innovative methods and partnerships for new data solutions; reflect on issues of 

data privacy and security; explore ways to fully utilize the potential of data and statistics 

with better ways of presentation and communication; and review the work to improve data 

to leave no one behind.  

 

Moving the data agenda forward 

As many data actors and users will come together in Bern, they will also chart the way 

forward to continue advancing data and their effective use to improve people’s lives. 

The forum will highlight the shortcomings represented by the scarce resources dedicated 

to modernizing data and statistical systems in many countries and the need for better, 

more agile and more sustainable funding. It will announce important initiatives aimed at 

mobilizing smarter finance for development data. 

A virtual press conference was held prior to the Forum which saw the contribution of Mr. 

Stefan Schweinfest, Director of the United Nations Statistics Division, Gabriella Vukovich, 

chair of the UN World Data Forum Programme Committee and President of 

the Hungarian Central Statistical Office and Shaida Badiee, member of the Programme 

Committee and co-founder and managing director of Open Data Watch. 

The opening ceremony will see the Switzerland Minister of Home Affairs, Alain Berset, 

the UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres, the President of Microsoft, Brad Smith and 

possible representatives from youth and civil society. 

 

https://www.un.org/en/desa/statement-introduction-secretary-general-progress-report-sdgs-high-level-political-forum
http://bitly.ws/gUfw
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Keynote speakers at the Forum will emphasize the critical role of data and statistics 

accessibility and availability to all as well as the high importance of increasing data literacy. 

Mr. Murangwa Yusuf, Director General of the National Statistics Institute Ruwanda, is set 

to discuss how to innovate timely data gathering and reporting for Covid-19 and the SDGs. 

 

Oliver Morgan, Director of the Health Emergency Information and Risk Assessment 

Department at WHO will highlight the importance of trust in data and statistics during 

pandemics and other disasters. Julia Lane, Professor at the New York University will 

discuss balancing quality, privacy, and transparency. 

 

The Forum will conclude with the launch of the Bern Data Compact for a Decade of Action 

on the Sustainable Development Goals. This outcome document is a call to action to 

develop data capacity, establish partnerships, produce data to leave no one behind, build 

trust, and ensure data are presented in a timely, open, and impartial manner. 

 

Registration 

To watch the UN World Data Forum sessions and access the Forum’s online platform 

event, get your free ticket by registering here and follow the instructions provided after 

registration.  

 

More about the UNWDF 2021 

UN World Data Forum | UNDataForum.org |  

Social Media | @UNDataForum | 

Forum Programme | https://unstats.un.org/unsd/undataforum/programme/ | 

 

Media Contacts 

Florina Lepadatu | E: florina.lepadatu@un.org | T: +1 717-571-9551 | UNDESA Statistics 

Division 

Helen Rosengren |rosengrenh@un.org | UN Departments of Global Communications & 

Economic and Social Affairs 

https://whova.com/portal/registration/unwdf_202110/
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/undataforum/programme/

